Notes and Implications: “Greek Idealism Vs. Roman Realism”

Analytical Sample
. Comparison/contrast
. Sample indicates a student trying to use a piece that is “Writing to
Demonstrate Learning” as a publishable piece for the portfolio.

Notes: This piece is analytical because it compares and contrasts (mostly
contrasts) the art of two different cultures. The piece demonstrates learning (for
the most part), most likely as a class assignment given by a teacher to make
certain the student understands the cultural differences. The student is breaking
down differences to reach conclusions and is, thus, analyzing.

Instructional Implications: This piece offers an excellent example for teachers
to discuss with students or fellow staff writing that simply demonstrates learning
and that which could become more authentic for publication if it were approached
differently.

The analysis is not bad; clearly, the student understands the differences in the art
of both cultures and can articulate and analyze it fairly well. However, had the
writer considered a larger audience (which may include the teacher but is not
limited to the teacher) and a more authentic purpose and genre, the piece would
work much better as a portfolio entry. The student could have considered why
it's important to know the difference in the art of these two cultures (where do we
still see the influence today?) or any other angle that would have increased the
ownership and authenticity of the piece.

If fellow teachers are having difficulty distinguishing writing to demonstrate
learning and writing for publication, this piece would be an excellent sample to
share (as compared with a piece with a similar subject that may be found in a
magazine or other publication).
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*Greek Ideatism v/s Roman Realism”

You may ask what is idealism? What is realism and how do they
- differ from one another? In this paper, I am going to explain these words in
contrast with their definitions that I will be using in this paper. I will also be
using examples of art to demonstrai;e how Greek Idealism differs from
Romah Realism.
' Ideglism is the theory in art which the artist paints or sculpts. It is his
- idea of what the picture or sculpture should resemble and not how the artist
tﬁﬂy sees the person or object that is being painted or sculpted. Idealism is
als§ the conformity to or the belief in ones ideas. These art works do not
show reality in any way.

One example of art work that shows Greek Idealism is the Greek
statue of a kofe. A k&c isa cIOthé_d maiden. She was sculpted to show the |
idealized maiden that contained youth, beauty, and perfection. In the eyes of
‘the sculptor, she was the ideal maiden. ﬁe sculpted her not as he truly seen
bioe, rvlie midile e, Her Biauity s Tt her wntl sk is ot petide Burhe
still sculpts her as a beautiful maiden. This statue shows only slight to no

movement.
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Anoﬁmr c:xamplc of idealism done by the Greeks can bc seen in Ihg
Aﬁhﬂlﬁs.RamInL This piece of art is an attic whlte-ground vase. It was
' ﬁmshed in the classical penod between 440-430 B. C The artist was not
| --mtemsted In portraying a pmncular person wﬂh individual features and .
-p_e_:rsonal perfection’s. The artist idealized his subject, making her as he -
“could by regarding his ideal as propcf for those who view it. Tt_m women is
completely poised, graceful and calm This work of art shﬁws the r‘najbr
principles of idealistic art that has been summarized in the phrase "noble. -
simplicity z-;md grandeur”.

Realismise mi&-ninctem century style of art in wm artists
discarded the formulas of Neoclassicism and the theatrical drama of
Romannclsm Reahsm was used to paint familiar scenes and events as they
actually looked and not how they wsuahzed them. Realism differs. ﬁ'om
idealism because the artists that painted or sculpted their ﬁ'gums in a realistic -

| wa.y. compared to that of the idealistic way that shows the visualized imag'c
or the person being painted ﬁr sculpted. The Romans believed in disglgying'
reality in all ﬂmif.wb_rks of art.

| Courbefs_.Buz_ial_anmasisl a great exaﬁple of a painting done during
this style of art. It was painted in 1849.. Courbet, the initiator and the

ne 9
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champion of Realism, was the incaration .of a generation which rejected all
the ideals of the idealistic period. Courbet renounced the classical
representation by means of rendering the by'.matcrisld means, by
paint which was equivalent of what he saw. It was from Courbet, more than
from any painter of his times that the third gﬁneraﬁon of realist artists
derived their art. | .

| Anothcr example of realism is this EQItIBILOia,R.cman, He was
sculpted in the late first ccntury BC. This sculpture shows all signs of
reality. His fqrchead is wrinkled and his face is full of expression. His facial |
expression is one of boredom. He possesses all the wrinkles and
iﬁtpcrfcctions of an actual person. |

In conciusiom ideaﬁsm and realism are in fact very different from
~ one another. Whﬂc' idealism exhibits the arhsts i&cas and visualization of

his figures, realism dcmonétra:os reality of every day life. Although i_imse _
two periods of art wéré different they both produced marvéldu_s works of art

that can still be seen in museums today.
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